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As sisters, Virginia and Lucy Carter had bedrooms across the ball from each other, growing up on a tobacco farm on Shady Grove Road near Providence.  “Today, they have apartments, one floor apart, at Stratford House, a retirement community in Danville.  

Who could believe that two sisters are still together, they ask.  “We just picked up where we left off.”  Virginia says.

“I’m very happy at Stratford House,” says Virginia.  “I feel at home here.  Moving here was the smartest thing I ever did.”  She came in 2003 after she could not maintain her home and garden.  Her husband, Louis Satterfield, had died a few years earlier after retiring from Dan River.
After Virginia moved to Stratford House, Lucy came to visit her.  She asked Kathy Gray, Stratford House’s marketing director who lives in Pelham, to find her an apartment close but not too close to Virginia’s.  Lucy moved into an apartment exactly one floor below Virginia’s.  
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There was no other place for me, says Lucy.  She attended Stratford College, which “always has been my love.”  He has enjoyed walking the 44-acre campus as she did years ago.

Lucy moved to Stratford House when she grew weary of home maintenance.  Her husband, Earl Elliott, died a few years earlier after a long career with First National Bank in Danville.

When their children and grandchildren visit, Stratford House is the center of activities.  They enjoy the spacious dining room, lounge, parlors, movie theatre and numerous activities.  

Virginia is overjoyed that her daughter, Rose Satterfield, now is practicing dentistry in Yanceyville.  “We visit often,” Virginia says.  Her other children live in Atlanta and Los Angeles.  She has two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Lucy’s daughter, Leah Cooter, lives in Danville.  Lucy has a son, Carter Elliott, living in Charlottesville, three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Virginia and Lucy also have two siblings in the area.  Their sister, Myrtle, and her husband, Tommy Shadrick, have operated Brown’s Flower Shop for years.  Their brother, Lewis Carter is retired from Virginia Bank and Trust.  He and his wife, Anne, live in Danville.

“I’ve made the best friends that I’ve ever had her at Stratford House,” says Virginia.  “I enjoy exercising in the Fitness Center and reading.

Lucy brought a 40-year old violet with her to Stratford House.  “I enjoy watching the gardening on our lovely campus,” she says.

As sisters, they use to double date.  Today, they enjoy having dinner together.  Stratford House is the answer, they say.  “It suits our needs perfectly.  We couldn’t ask for anything better.”

