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  As I write this Christmas 
greeting, I paused as I thought 
about all of the letters like this 
one I have written in my life.  
There have been many.  It is 
something I enjoy every year.  I 
know of no group I wish a 
wonderful Christmas for more 
than our Stratford House fam-
ily.  
 As I write, many are pre-
paring for our Christmas cele-
bration.  There is no facility 
that is decorated as beautiful 
as we do at Stratford House.  
 I have noted in recent 
years that we are having more 
and more visitors at Christ-
mas.  You will see many people 
that you do not know.  That is 
an opportunity to welcome 
them to Stratford House and 
wish them a merry Christmas.  
Our visitors will be family 
members, people attending 
one of the special events, or 
perhaps visitors who just want 
to see our beautiful Christmas 
decorations.  There will also be 
many people who will drive 
around our building and park-
ing lots  to view our beautiful 
decorations outside.  
 Regardless of the reason 
these people come to Stratford 
House, I urge all of you to join  
me in wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas.   
 In the midst of all the 
joy, we all should remember 

that the heart of Christmas is 
the greatest gift of all ñit is God 
sending His son into the world 
to redeem all who believe that 
God so loved the world he gave 
His only son, that all who be-
lieve in Him shall have everlast-
ing life.  
 As beautiful as Stratford 
House is at Christmas, the real 
beauty is the gift of Godõs love 
for us.   Remember that and this 
will be a season of joy for you.   
 I wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!   

 Frank R. Campbell  
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Page 2 Some of the Worldôs Most Famous Holiday Displays 
Have you visited any of these famous spots during the holidays?? 

  
Rockefeller Center  

Arguably the most famous 

Christmas tree in the world, 

the Rockefeller tree is typi-

cally a Norway spruce 

scouted somewhere in New 

England and brought to 30 

Rockefeller Plaza. The tradi-

tion of putting a tree in mid-

town Manhattan officially be-

gan in 1933 (the same year 

the plaza opened), when 

workers decorated a 20-foot 

balsam fir with paper, cran-

berries, and ñeven a few tin 

cans.ò Todayôs tree, which 

reaches anywhere between 70 

and 100 feet, is decorated 

with 30,000 LED lights and 

topped with a dazzling 9.5-

foot Swarovski star. 

Singaporeôs  

Shopping District  
Thirty years ago, in an 

effort to entice shoppers 

during the holiday sea-

son, Singapore began 

placing light displays all 

alongðand aboveðits 

main shopping district. 

Now, more than a mile 

of spectacular stringed-

light decorations arch 

over Orchard Road, near 

the heart of the com-

merce and entertainment 

centers. To get the best 

view of these aerial ar-

rangements, itôs recom-

mended that you take a 

nighttime ride in an 

open-top bus. 



Disneylandôs Christmas Spectacular  
From mid-November through the beginning of January, the magical kingdom is transformed into a winter 

wonderland, including a completely crystalized Sleeping Beautyôs castle, The Nightmare Before Christ-

mas-themed Haunted House, and the Main Street U.S.A. Christmas tree, which is decked out in more 

than 2,000 ornaments and 70,000 lights. But itôs the Christmas Fantasy Parade, featuring trumpeting toy 

soldiers and all the Disney characters in their holiday finest, along with the ñBelieveéin Holiday Magicò 

fireworks show and its snow-fall finale that really makes Disneyland a must-visit destination during the 

holidays. 

Washington DCôs Na-
tional Christmas Tree  

The grand illumination of 

the National Tree by the 

President of the United 

States has been a time-

honored tradition since 

1923, when President Coo-

lidge first flipped the 

switch. In recent years, the 

National Tree has served as 

the centerpiece to a much 

larger display, including 57 

smaller trees (one for each 

state, five territories, and the 

District of Columbia), 

known as the ñPathway of 

Peace,ò a large-scale Yule 

log, and model train for kids 

to ride. 


